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Dealing with an Influenza Pandemic Policy 
 

Statement of intent 
 
To prevent, as far as possible, the spread of infection in the form of Flu and to follow Local Authority 
advice to childcare settings including closure if necessary. 
 

Aim 
 
The setting will remain open, unless otherwise directed and unable through staffing to do so, and will 
employ a number of stated measures to reduce infection spread. 

 
Methods 
 
In the event of notification of a pandemic -: 
 
 

 Children who are unwell will be excluded for the prescribed length of time or until fully 
recovered. 

 The setting will close if requested by the Local Authority to do so OR too many staff are ill and 
their absences cannot be covered by other D.B.S checked adults.  This is potentially during a 
session or at short notice.  Parents will be contact by telephone.  
 

Measures to reduce the spread of infection 

 Our setting will be equipped with cleaning products, soap, hot water, tissues, tissue disposal 
and disposable gloves. 

 Parents will be contacted if any child in our care show signs of having flu and the child will be 
sent home.  They will be requested to sit separately from the other children until they have been 
collected. 

 All persons in the setting are requested to cover their nose and mouth with their hand when 
sneezing.  Parents and carers will be advised of this and asked to reinforce the procedure at 
home.  

 All persons will be requested to wash hands and face frequently and especially after sneezing 
or blowing their nose. 

 The setting will use antibacterial soap, anti-bacterial tissues and individual paper towels. 

 Waste paper items will be places in a lidded pedal bin and disposed of outside regularly. 

 During a pandemic the pre-school will not take outings to inside spaces such as the school hall,  
playground or sports centre but will continue to use its own space. 

 Visitors to the setting will be discouraged whilst the children are present. 

 Kitchen surfaces, work tops, and tables will be cleaned with an anti-bacterial solution regularly. 

 Following washing in hot soapy water and rinsing, drinking cups will be placed in sterilizing 
solution daily. 

 Necessarily activities will be limited and toys will be cleaned daily at the end of the session or 
more frequently if required i.e placed in the mouth or sneezed on. 

 Toys from home will not be allowed in the playroom – they should be left at home during the 
duration of the pandemic alert. 

 All door handles will be wiped at the end of the session. 

 Use of the vacuum cleaner will be avoided during the session and only used if necessary at the 
end of the session. 

 Children and staff will be excluded until the quarantine period has expired and they are 
completely recovered. 
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 Staff will be equipped with disposable gloves which will be used for emptying bins and blowing 
children’s noses. 

 
 

 
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the Tisbury Pre-school Committee held on  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………… Position ……………………………………. 
 
Date……………………………………………………………….. 
 


